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For  T!io  r.lT.  CRUE3  OFFICE 

Judge  Advccat.o  OoncroJ.  *g  Department  —  Tar  Department 
United  Str.t.  a  of  Ar.oric a 

*  {:•  «  «*•  *  *  <:•  <:•  if  *  «  >:•  «-»  •»;•  #  * 

* 


In  the  natter  of  inadequacies  at 
I?u!cdcn  Tar  Prisoners  Crr.p,  Mukden,  * 
Manchuria,  November  1942  to  July  * 
1943.  * 


Pcmotur.tion  of  Testimony  of 
Elnor  A,  For  so,  1600394-3,  Sgt. 


«■  •:>  w  # 


-  Taken  at: 


Bi It more  Regional  Convalescent  Hospital,  Miami,  Florida. 


Bate: 

In  the  Presence  of: 
Reportor: 

Questions  by: 


1  October  1945. 

I/ycr  Sugar:  an,  Special  Agent,  Security  Intelligence 
Corps,  Frirth  Service  Command, 

Elizabeth  B.  Roth,  Clcrlc-Stono,  Miami  Beach  Service 
Base,  Miami  Beach,  Florida, 

Moyer  Sugarran,  Special  Agent,  Security  Intelligence 
Corns,  Fourth  Service  Cortland. 


Q.  State  your  name,  ran1:,  corial  nuj  oer  and  permanent  hone  address. 

A.  Elr.  >er  Alfred  Horse,  Sgt,f j  16003C4Sj  and  I  can  alnays  be  reached  through 

404  Mai  nut  Street,  Washington,  Illinois,  though  I  may  not  be  living 
thero, 

Q.  Till  jrou  state  your  civilian  background  before  entering  the  Amy. 

A,  I  uas  born  ]JL  December  1915  at  Peoria,  Illinois.  I  merited  a3  a  laborer 
on  various  jobs  in  Illinois  before  entering  the  Array. 

Q.  If  you  vere  recently  returned  to  the  United  States  after  being  a  Prisoner 
of  Tar,  state  the  date  of  your  return. 


A,  25  September  1945. 

Q,  State  the  date  of  your  capture,  vhere  you  vere  hold  and  rrhen,  and  date 
of  liberation. 

A,  |Tvas  captured  6  May  1942  on  Corregidorj  I  -./as  held  as  a  prisoner  there 
until  10  September  194°  vhon  I  -  as  transferred,  to  Cabanatuan,  Ho,  1, 
Philippine  Islands  '/here  I  v;as  held  until  6  October  1942.  [T  v.-a s  then 
transferred  to  Mukden  Tar  Prisoners  Camp  at  ?kiMen,  Manchuria,  -./here  I 
•./as  held  from  11  November  1942  until  29  July  1943.  I  "./as  then  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Hoten  Prisoners  Camp  at  !hf:den,  Iimohuria,  ’.'here  I  ras  held 
from  29  July  1943  until  20  August  194?|  on  t/hich  date  ;e  -..’ere  liberated 
by  Russian  soldiers.  The  above  dates  are  approximate, 
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Q.  Till  you  describe  your  quarters  at  Puhden, 

[The  buildings  •  -ere  particularly  cold  during  the  severe  Ile.nchurian  ’.’inters 
and  the  Japanese  only  alloved  us  one  slmtle  of  coal  per  stove  per  day. 
'"it1?  this  inadequate  arount  of  coal.,  me  often  could  only  get  the  stove 
half-- ray  vrarm,  let  alone  the  building.  The  buildings  --ere  old  frame 
structures,  half  under  end  half  above  tho  ground,  and  the  :  Ind  ble*.; 
through  them.  In  llanchuria,  tho  "ind  blo-.’s  continuously  in  the  -..’inter. 
They  "ere  never  uana  enough  so  that  rre  could  bo  comfortable  i/ithout  over¬ 
coats, 

0,  That  about  medical  supplies? 

A,  These  mere  only  available  in  extreme  cases  and  then  all  that  --e  received 
"as  a  Mattor  of  charity  because  they  -.’ere  purchased  by  a  Japanose,  Dr, 

OKI,  out  of  his  o’. .ti  pochet  and  "ere  not  furnished  by  the  Japanese 
Government, 

Q.  7T.at  about  the  food? 

A,  "Then  ’..’0  first  arrived  there,  tho  food  "as  very  poor  and  at  thi3  time  men 
nore  In  their  •  orst  condition.  Te  received  a  rnaizo  and  pochi  30up  and 
t"o  sour  bun3  oor  day.  Pechi  is  a  Chinese  cabbage.  This  r»s  during  the 
first  month  and  a  half  that  -.-o  -ore  thore  and  in  that  tine  approximately 
200  men  died  fror.  malnutrition.  Later  food  conditions  improved,  but 
oven  then  t/e  "ore  frequently  given  contaminated  foods.  Often,  tho  fish 
and  moat  "ore  so  dccomosod  and  contaminated  that  our  moss  ere:.'  rould 
have  to  bury  it.  Often  in  borderline  ca.se s,  food  "as  coo!:od  rathor  than 
’juried  and  many  times  it  -;as  so  bad  that  \e  couldn't  cat  itT]  Our  moss 
sorgoant  during  this  poriod  :;as  Sgt,  Andy  Porvuznilc  ’.’ho  tt.s  from  the  31st 
Inf.  Division,  and  vns  formerly  a  mess  sergeant ,  He  -rould  have  Informa¬ 
tion  as  to  vhat  tpo  of  food  r*c  received  and  on  v/hat  days, 

Q,  That  Japanese  officers  aro  responsible  for  this  condition? 

A,  Ool.  X,  IIATSUDA  vas  in  chargo  of  tho  earn.  His  staff  consisted  of  Capt. 

I&’.mrJL,  Lt.  IMIATA,  Lt.  FUXAZUA  and  Lt.  PI3AG0  "ho  all  bear  some  respon¬ 
sibility  along  "ith  him, 

0.  T7hat  American  officers  vould  have  further  information? 

A,  linjor  Honhins,  Capt.  Gro:.’  and  the  Araoriosn  doctor,  Capt,  Herbst,  mould 
have  both  information  and  rocords. 


/s/  ELTST.  KORSE _ 

Elmer  A,  Torse,  Sgt.,  CAC 
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State  of  Illinois  ) 

)  SS 

County  of  Knox  ) 

I  Elmer  A.  T'orse,  of  la*  ful  age,  being  duly  snorn  on  oath,  state  that 
I  havs  read  the  foregoing  transcription  of  my  interrogation  and  all  ansnors 
contained  therein  arc  true  to  the  best  of  my  1  .non 'ledge  and  belie. . 


/s/  r L'TER  A.  HCR3E _ _ 

Elmer  A.  Morse,  Sgt, ,  CAC 

Subscribed  and  s”on  to  before  me  this  2  ,  day  of _ Nqyeribgr _ 1945. 

/s/  FLC~T/'CE  JCH'.'TSOIT  _ 


(SEA  L) 


CEPVT.JFICATE 


I,  Koycr  Sugrrman,  Snocial  Agent,  Security  Intelligence  Corps,  Fourth 
Service  Command,  certify  that  Elmer  A.  Torso,  16003 ^4- ,  Sgt.,  personally 
am  eared  before  mo  on  1  October  194 r ,  and  testified  concerning  ..t.r  crimes, 
and  tha.t  the  foregoing  is  an  accurate  transcription  of  the  answers  given  by 
(him)  to  tho  several  questions  cot  forth. 


Place:  Miami  Bcgch^  Floyide _ 

Date : _ 6  October  1945 _ 


/a/  : a, Ylf:  SUC-ATAiT _ 

(Signature)  Moyer  Sugar- 'an 

(drgi  nization)  Special  Agent, 
Security  Intelligence  Corns, 
Fourth  Service  Command 
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